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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT R CHVOND, JULY 10, 1998

APPLI CATI ON OF

AEP COMMUNI CATI ONS, LLC CASE NO. PUC980097
For a certificate of public

conveni ence and necessity to

provi de i nterexchange
t el ecomuni cati ons services

ORDER PRESCRI Bl NG NOTI CE

On June 18, 1998, AEP Communi cations, LLC ("AEPC' or "the
Conpany") filed an application for a certificate to provide, by
| ease or otherw se, intrastate whol esal e tel ecommuni cations
capacity to |l ocal exchange carriers ("LECs") and interexchange
carriers ("I XCs") and to provide non-switched private network
services to other third parties. AEPC also requested authority
to price its interexchange services on a conpetitive basis
pursuant to 8 56-481.1 of the Code of Virginia, requests
approval of its initial tariffs, and asks that it be granted
i ndi vi dual contract basis pricing authority to permt
negoti ati on of contract services to neet the needs of AEPC
cust oners.

AEPC seeks authority to provide intrastate services over

its continuous interstate fiber optic facility running from Chio


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

and West Virginia to Roanoke, Virginia. The Conpany will offer

fiber capacity on a whol esal e basis to tel econmuni cati ons
carriers as well as private line services to industrial,
institutional and governnmental users. Oher services may be
of fered as market demand and conpany busi ness plans permt.

AEPC states that it is financially qualified to undertake
t he provision of interexchange services in Virginia by virtue of
its affiliation with Anerican El ectric Power Conpany, Inc.
("AEP"), a large publicly traded electric utility hol di ng
conpany with access to capital necessary to finance the
activities of its subsidiaries and affiliates, including AEPC.

NOW havi ng consi dered the captioned matter, the Conm ssion
is of the opinion and finds that AEPC s application should be
docket ed; that AEPC should provide notice of its application to
the public; that interested persons should have the opportunity
to comment and request a hearing on the Conpany's application;
and that the Staff should be permtted to file a report herein.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) This application is hereby docketed and assi gned Case
No. PUC980097.

(2) On or before July 24, 1998, the Conpany shall give
notice of its application to the public by publishing the

followng notice as classified advertising on one occasion in



newspapers having general circul ation throughout the
Commonweal t h:

NOTI CE TO THE PUBLI C OF AN APPLI CATI ON BY AEP
COMMUNI CATI ONS, LLC FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF
PUBLI C CONVENI ENCE AND NECESSI TY TO PROVI DE
| NTEREXCHANGE TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS SERVI CES
WTH N VIRG NI A AND TO HAVE I TS RATES
DETERM NED COWVPETI Tl VELY - CASE NO. PUC980097

On June 18, 1998, AEP Communi cati ons,
LLC ("AEPC' or "the Conpany") filed an
application with the State Corporation
Comm ssion ("Comm ssion") for a certificate
of public convenience and necessity to
provi de i nterexchange tel ecommuni cations
services to the public throughout the
Commonweal th. AEPC al so requests approva
of its initial tariffs and requests
authority for individual contract basis
pricing authority to permt negotiation of
contract services to neet the needs of its
cust omers.

AEPC seeks authority to provide
intrastate services over its continuous
interstate fiber optic facility running from
Ohio and West Virginia to Roanoke, Virginia.
AEPC plans to offer fiber capacity on a
whol esal e basis to tel ecommuni cati ons
carriers as well as private line services to
industrial, institutional and governnental
users. Its application states other
services may be offered as market demand and
conpany busi ness plans permt.

Copi es of AEPC s application are
avai l abl e for public inspection in the
Comm ssion's Docunent Control Center |ocated
on the first floor of the Tyler Building,
1300 East Main Street, Ri chnond, Virginia,
bet ween the hours of 8:15 a.m and
5:00 p.m, or can be ordered from AEPC s
attorney, Anthony Ganbardella, Esquire,
Wods, Rogers & Hazl egrove, P.L.C., 823 East



Main Street, Suite 1200, Richnond, Virginia
232109.

Any person wi shing to coment or

request a hearing on AEPC s application

should file an original and twenty (20)

copies of his comments or a request for

hearing with WlliamJ. Bridge, Cerk of the

State Corporation Comm ssion, c/o Docunent

Control Center, P.O Box 2118, Ri chnond,

Virginia 23218, on or before August 3, 1998,

and should refer to Case No. PUC980097.

Requests for hearing nmust state with

specificity why a hearing i s necessary.

AEP COMMUNI CATI ONS, LLC
(3) On or before July 24, 1998, the Conpany shall give
notice of its application to each certificated |ocal exchange
t el ephone conpany and interexchange carrier operating in
Virginia by personal delivery or by first-class mail, postage
prepaid, to the customary place of business or residence of the
person served.
(4) On or before July 24, 1998, the Conpany shall furnish

a copy of this Order to the chairman of the board of supervisors
of each county and the mayor or city manager of each city or
town within the service territory sought (or to equival ent
officials in counties, cities, and towns having alternate forns
of governnent) by personal delivery, or first-class mail,

postage prepaid, to the customary place of business or residence

of the person served.



(5 On or before August 3, 1998, any person w shing to
comment or request a hearing regarding AEPC s application shal
file an original and twenty (20) copies of such comments or
request for hearing with WlliamJ. Bridge, Cerk of the State
Cor poration Comm ssion, c/o Docunent Control Center, P.QO
Box 2118, Richnond, Virginia 23218, referring to Case
No. PUC980097. Requests for hearing nust state with specificity
why a hearing is necessary.

(6) On or before August 7, 1998, the Conm ssion Staff may
file with the Cerk of the Conm ssion an original and fifteen
(15) copies of a Staff Report, and shall mail a copy to counsel
for the Conpany.

(7) On or before August 14, 1998, AEPC shall file with the
Clerk of the Comm ssion an original and twenty (20) copies of
all testinony it expects to introduce in rebuttal to the Staff
Report, if such a Report is filed.

(8) Responses or objections to interrogatories or requests
for the production of docunents and things shall be nade within
seven (7) cal endar days of the receipt of sane; otherw se, the
remai ni ng provisions of Rule 6:4 of the Conm ssion's Rul es of
Practice and Procedure shall apply.

(9) On or before August 28, 1998, AEPC shall file with the
Clerk of the Comm ssion proof of publication of the notice and

servi ce required herein.



